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WORKSHOP 3A 


RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTION FOR PREVENTION 


Orientation: An examination of prevention as it applies and 
relates to the Criminal Justice System. 


Preamble: 


For too long now Natives have been called together in various 
places in Canada, to discuss proposals for improving their respective 
Situations. Invariably the results have been to call in new 
conferences, to rediscuss the many issues that cropped up from 
the last. The issues are defined and redefined without coming 
to specific suggestions to implement changes. Also no commitments 
are ever extracted from the myriad of government officials, or those 
extracted are so general so as to amount to a virtual mandate 
for inaction. The following proposals are specific in their demand. 
hey are aS specific aS possible without infringing on the 
discretion that can be exercised locally. They are in the form 
of commitments that we want from the governments. 

1) Commitment for « massive education program about past and 

contemporary achievements to be at all areas of native education 

programming - primary, elementary, secondary adult. 

- The purpose is to build a positive identity among native 
people so as to act as a preventative factor to later deviant 
behaviors. 
some of this work is presently being carried on in various 
education centres, but there has to be a significant financial 
increase specifically earmarked for this purpose to enlarge 


the programmes. An example is the Cultural Centre at 


Saskatoon. 
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2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 


rr 


various persons who administer the criminal justice system 

- some of these are police - both R.C.M.P. and Provincial 
Police, lawyers, judges, magistrates, parole and 
erokation officers - some key figures of the larger 


society. 


Commitment to assist the educators and administrators of justice 


eyctcem itself through various, educational means rather than 

through being arrested and incarcerated. It seems that those 

most familiar with the criminal justice system are ex- and 
present inmates. 

Commitment for development of curriculum and culturally 

oriented programs, and teaching techniques, and use of 

para-professional people in native communities. 

Seen is is tied inewith #1 except that it, requests the 
necessary funding to effect those innovations and 
curricula that are actually developed. 

Commitment to pre-criminal justice system diversions in 

order that individuals won't have to have criminal records 

to follow them. 

- many offences can be handled best of all at the 
community level and not in an urban court. 

Commitment to finance and encourage auxiliary support services 

to serve an important preventative function. 

- examples of such services are - counselling for alcohol and 
drug abuse 

- orientation for those urban bound 


- half-way houses 
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7) 


8) 


a2 eae 
- life style orientations such as the Life Skills 
training course in Prince Albert 
- art workers 
- healthy and productive use of leisure time. 
Commitment to foster flexibility in the operation among 
various levels and roles of those administering the criminal 
justice system with those agencies outside the criminal 
justice system such as schools, churches, friendship centres, 
Native education centres, etc., in order that there will be 
a minimum of overlap and conflict in the implementation of 
objectives. 
Commitment to staff as many agencies working with native 
concerns to be native people and that these native people 
serve in responsible positions including extensive discretion 
in the philosophy and operation of their programs. 
The foregoing commitments must be in the form of: 
(i) Massive financial contribution with a minimum 
number of "Strings attached". 
(ii) A commitment to stop interference and definition 
by the larger society of goals and operations as 
native people see them. 
(iii) Even though the various areas of criminal justice 
are administered by many different levels of 
government departments, this must not be used as a 
device to diffuse the most effective and rapid, as 
well as long-term implementation of the challenges. 
Every effort must be made by government departments 


to work together and implement the commitments. 
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Too much of the present funding is at the rear end: 

we want it at the front end and in between the two 
extremes because these are the areas for effective 
preventative action through which, in effect, more native 
people will be enabled to enter the criminal justice 


system as employees and not "offenders". 


We must be willing to undergo the stresses and strains 
which are part of the change process. Our success will 
depend upon our individual and collective abilities and 
motivation to initiate the recommended actions. Let's 
examine what and how we have done in one year's time, 


perhaps in a similar forum to this. 
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